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Dick Smith Electronics Pty 
Ltd., has really been active 
in the search for new 
computer products. 
Three new systems have 
been released: 


The new flagship of the Dick Smith 
Electronics computer range isthe power- 
ful Olivetti M24. 

Mr. Mike Wilson, Managing Director of 
DSE when interviewed by Gareth Powell 
from The Sydney Morning Herald expl- 
ained the move into the professional 
market saying , When the decision was 
made to go up market and the agree- 
ment signed with Olivetti, the criteria was 
that we carry a product that would beat 
the IBM - type on its merits rather than 
price. Price is not the factor but features 
and benefits are. 


“Our Computer Sales and Support group”, 
continued Mr. Wilson, “apart from sup- 
porting our stores with hotlines also con- 
ducts training for our specialists in our 5 
Computer City Stores. Additionally, they 
have the abilityto sell directlyin to vertical 
markets". The M24 will be available in 
New Zealand from August 5th. 


DSE computer specialists (pictured right) 

attended extensive training programs 

through Olivetti's comprehensive 

facilities. 

Listed are some of the superior features 

the M24 has to offer:- 

a. True 16 bit microprocessor running at 
8 MHz. 

b. Fully expandable with a 7 slot expan 
sion Bus. 

c. Super high resolution graphics with 
640 x 400 Pixel resolution. 

d. XT Version available. 

e. Service nationwide with full 6 months 
warranty by Olivetti Australia. 

f. Runs virtually all industry standard 
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DSE Computer Specialists receiving training from Olivetti 
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The new Olivetti - AT & T M24, ideal for business applications. 


software including Lotus, Symphony, 
Framework, Open Access, Microsoft 
Word, Char etc. etc. 

The Olivetti - AT & T M24 is certainly the 
computer for the small business per- 
sonal computer buyer. 





The Aquarius, our new low end home 
computer is packed with features you 
would expect on many larger, more 
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expensive machines. The Aquarius runs 
in full colour on your home T.V. set and is 
expandable to a fully working 32K com- 
puter system. Just plug in extra periph- 
erals and go. 
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At last the bigger more powerful brother 
to the VZ-200 has arrived. 

The VZ-200, with its staggering sales suc- 
cess (over 30,000 units sold) needs no 
introduction — with this success behind it 
the more versatile and powerful VZ-300 
has an assured future. 


The main features of this new model 

are: 

4. Full software compatibility with the VZ- 
200 

. 18K standard user RAM 

. Full size keyboard 

. Optional disk drive interface 


Wh 


ANOTHER FIRST FOR DSE AND NEW ZEALAND:- 


Computer buffs are now able to receive 
new software programmes via commer- 
cial radio. DSE in conjunction with Radio 
New Zealand are pioneering this venture 
— the very first commercial application 
of its kind in the Southern Hemisphere — 
on 26 radio stations across New Zealand. 


The General Manager of DSE in New 
Zealand, John Gourley said, “This new 
concept means that computer pro- 
grammes will be available FREE for transfer 
from cassette via the airwaves”. 


There is a nationwide Computer Club 
incorporated into “The Tonight Show’, 
with computer news and an on going 
competition. The radio programmes on 
computer are being broadcast on Mon- 
day and Tuesday evenings, and the 
Telesoftware broadcast goes out in the 
form of audio tones at 3.30 on Wednes- 
day mornings. The selected computer 
programme becomes the winning entry 
of the week, and receives a $NZ100.00 
prize from DSE. 


DSE also provides two overall annual 
prizes, The “Computer Educator of the 
Year” award aims to encourage the use 
& understanding of computers in educa- 
tion, and the winner receives a cash prize 
of NZ $2000.00 & $NZ 3,000.00 of equip- 
ment. An equivalent prize is offered to the 
best of the year’s weekly winners. 


THE LATEST COMPUTER 
PRODUCTS FROM 
DICK SMITH ELECTRONICS 






High Resolution 
Green Screen 


X-1219 SANYO MONITOR, $289 


Combining special purpose design with 
the cost saving benefits of Sanyo televi- 
sion manufacturing, Models DM2112 
and DM2212 offer impressive perfor- 
mance at a surprisingly low cost. With 5 x 
7 dot characters as the input, 24 lines of 
80 characters can be displayed with high 
readability. Both feature a 75 squareinch 
viewing screen and convenient LED power 
indicator. A recessed carrying handle is 
provided for portability. Models DM2112 
and DM2242 are compatible with com- 
puter systems providing a 75 ohm, 1.0 
volt p-p composite video input. 


FEATURES 


75 square inch viewing screen - 
Attractively styled high impact plas- 
tic cabinet 

Convenient, LED power indicator 
Crisp, high definition text and graphics 
display 

Recessed carrying handle 


OPERATION 


4. Install the monitor as outlined in the 
section titled “INSTALLATION”. Be sure 
that a standard 1.0 volt p-p data signal 
is applied to the monitor's INPUT. 

2. To turn the monitor on, rotate the OFF- 
ON switch. Observe that the LED power 
indicator illuminates. 

3. Affer approximately 30 seconds, a dis- 
play will appear on the monitor screen. 
Note: Models DM24112 and DM22412 
feature DC restoration and the monitor 
screen will be black in the absence of 
a video signal. 

4. Adjust the brightness and <ontrast 
controls to obtain optimum display 
quality. 

5. The monitor should now be displaying 
bright, clear data. 
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VIDEO INPUT CONNECTOR 


The phonojack accepts the 1.0 volt p-p 
video data signal from the computer. 
Input impedance is fixed at 75 onms, Use 
a coaxial cable with phonoplug for this 
connection. 


Bargain Diskettes! 
Media Tech S$S/SD 


New Zealand's lowest price top perfor- 
mance diskette: it's exclusive to Dick 
Smith Electronics and offers a life-time 
warranty! 

Single Sided, Single Density format 

e Suits huge variety of computers 

® A quality disk at a budget price. 

Cat X-3506 $3.98 ea. 


(40 or more $3.74 ea) 


Stephen Leggat G Dillon 
Whitford Road R.D.. P.O. Box 22-094 
Auckland Christchurch 
CAT 


4. How can | start up a program 
without turning off my computer? 
Starting up a program when the 
machine has already been turned on 
is called giving the computer a “warm 
boot". Providing the previous pro- 
gram has been finished and the cur- 
soris showing, the following command 
will “boot” the disk: 


"PR#6 RETURN" 


We look forward 
to your questions 
in the next issue. 


Write To: 

The Editor 
COMPUT 
Private Bag 
Newmarket 
AUCKLAND. N.Z. 


We are continually warned about the 
dangers of smoking tobacco. We are 
warned about the use of Alcohol, about 
Pornography, casual sex, speaking to 
strangers in Public Toilets and casting our 
clouts before May is out; but why, oh why, 
wasn't | warned about Computers? 


Had my mother been aware of the exis- 
tence of personal computers, | know that 
she would wisely have counselled me to 
think twice before sacrificing my peace 
of mind and all my leisure hours at the 
feet of such a fickle god. My father was 
aware of the “monsters” that filled whole 
floors at the Universities of Birmingham 
and Manchester, but he, simple soul that 
he is, never dreamed that one day, his 
baby son would become ensnared in 
the paraphanalia of Electronics, to which 
he scathingly referred as “a nest of 
snakes”. 


While personal computers continued to 
retail at $4000 — $5,000, | was safe. | could 
admire them from afar and knowingly 
speak of RAMS and BYTES, without ever 
having to demonstrate any ability, but 
then some well-meaning, but far from 
sane, executive introduced the VZ 200 
and put personal computers within the 
reach of all and sundry. 


My daughter spotted it first. Months ago, 
she had nailed me to the floor by asking, 
“Dad, if you could afford it, would you 
buy a computer?” Magnanimously, and 
believing myself to be safe, | had ans- 
wered as would any loving father, with 
tongue in cheek and fingers crossed, "Of 
course, dearest child." Thus committed, 
it only remained for Dick Smith Elec- 
tronics to deliver the “Coup de Grace”. It 
was quickly noted and bought before 
my eyes. 


| forget the exact sum of rnoney that 
changed hands. It was easy to forget, 
being less than $200, but | became the 
owner of a VZ-200, a cassette machine, 
an extended memory, some manuals 








and various cassettes. For a few days, | 
was subject to the headiness of posses- 
sion, but then | was foolish enough to 
try it out. 


Merely running the demo tape, convin- 
ced me that my old black and white 
‘Telly’, given to me by another well- 
meaning idiot, was obsolete. Overnight, 
myinvestment trebled and we purchased 
a colour Television set. 


| remember the next milestone with 
shame every time | sit down in front of the 
keyboard. .From one of the manuals | 
typed in the programme for ‘Crystal 
Spectacular’. | am not a skillful typist, as 
the Editor will no doubt confirm, and it 
took me a long time. Eventually, | was 
satisfied that | had got it right and the 
whole family gathered round to witness 
Dad's latest triumph of ‘mind over mat- 
ter. | had managed to get the pro- 
gramme on to tape O.K. and now 
managed to feed it back into the com- 
puter. The family were duly impressed, 
but when | commanded itto “RUN”, hav- 
ing deliberately built up an atmosphere 
of tension and excitment, to the stage 
where the dog was howling hysterically 
and scratching atthe door, then a partial 
column of ‘Crystals’ appeared on the 
screen and the whole business ceased. 


The family would not be appeased by 
such platitudes as, "It often does thoat, 
they tell me.” and “They're still in their 
infancy, you know.” They demanded 
proof that Father had indeed tiumphed 
again in our ages-old conflict of mind 
over matter. No proof was forthcoming, 
or even fifthcoming. The children were 
sent smirking to bed andI spent the mid- 
night oil examining and re-examining 
the original programme in the manual 
and comparing it with the version | had 
typed into the VZ-200. | was totally con- 
vinced that they were identical. 


It would seem, so. my local store 


Manager assures me, that at Head 





Office, they have some specialists, 


| appealed to them to corect their 
manual so that other buyers, perhaps 
not so blessed as | with grey cells, would 
not have to flounder on the rocks of 
others’ carelessness. Back came a letter, 
accompanied by a cassette (which pro- 
duced lovely crystals, ‘ac’ nauseum’) 
pointing out that somewhere in the mid- 
die, | had typed ‘I’, instead of ‘4’. 


Obviously, | was not ready for such 
advanced programmes yet, so | turned 
my attention to "Checkers". Selecting 
Level 1, soundly thrashed the Computer, 
tried again, thrashed it again and flushed 
with success, selected Level 2. | have yet 
to win a game at Level 2. in spite of the 
fact that my paternal grandfather was 
Checkers champion of Bilston Working 
Mens Club for both years that they ran 
the championship. The other entrant, his 
cousin, Edgar was also quite good, I am 
told. 


Currently, | am wrestling with "Air Traffic 
Controller.” | suspect that there may 
be more to computing than meets the 
eye. | rather suspect also, that the aircraft 
that approach MY airport, are actually 
piloted by malignant microbes, bent on 
bringing about my ultimate insanity. MY 
aircraft do not obey my commands to 
decrease height when coming in to 
land. Neither do they change direction 
when instructed to do so. | have tried typ- 
ingin “Please” afterthe command, to no 
avail. The aircraft continues inexorably 
on, to disappear over the edge of the 
screen to oblivion or some ‘Bermudan 
Triangle’ of tangled wires and Silicon 
Chips. 


You're right! | should give it up. But since | 
retired from the work-force; affer my nerv- 
ous break-down that was; my Doctor tells 
me | need the therapeutic effect of com- 
puting. It's all right for him, he’s got an 
Olivetti. 


Eric S. Watson. 


98, Carlton Gore Rd, Newmarket Auckland. 
Ph: (09) 50 4409 


Send your original software program to 
Dick Smith Electronics “Program of the 
Week” contest and you could win the 
weekly $100 cash prize. From the 85/86 
“Programs of the Week” a program will 
be selected to win the $2000 cash prize 
with $3000 worth of DSE computer equip- 
ment. 
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I certify that the computer program | am entering in this contest is an original written by me/us and is not subject to any 
copyright. | understand upon entry the program becomes the property of Dick Smith Electronics. 


Programs can be for any personal com- 
puter and may be educational, game, 
business or any other category. 

Please submit your program on a tape 
or disk with your entry and tape/disk 
clearly showing your name and address. 
(Programs submitted as a printed listing 
cannot be accepted). 


ENTRY FORM 





COMPUTER CLUB IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
DICK SMITH ELECTRONICS 


Title OF SOffWare PrOGIOIN: oi isi. cci acta cade neta le aie wine Sechen nud ete ed wee hee eaoviad Gas a aE a iea i 


Software program UNS ONG... cece eee eee cece cece eee eeeeeeeneens 


DICK SMITH ELECTRONICS COMPUTER CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM 


To receive information about com- 


puters, new peripherals, software and NAME 3 jincsincstsddrivusecauset yetes 


programming hints, please fill in the 


details on this membership form. 


Membership also entitles you to receive 


the quarterly Dick Smith Electronics 


Compott Magazine. 


Please complete and return the mem- 


bership form to any Dick Smith Elec- 


tronics store or mail to: 


Dick Smith Electronics Pty Limited 
Private Bag 

NEWMARKET 

Auckland 


